The Chapochaug Tunnel Haunting « Handouts

HANDOUT 1

mmpim:ed i the sprmg 18692, the tiEnnel mpe’nmg': 'j faw memhs Iater. Th
used for passenger traffic untit 1292 aad for fzzxght t:affm m ists whe:n the i
zeplaced by 3 new line paraiielmg the Ayiasbnfy pike, : '

The tunnas] was totosicus and widely condemned a5 unsafe, Tharty«ﬁve me«
died in the constructon of the tunnsl; including eleven from's: smgla accnient, Th
east side of the digpings were alsb prone the buﬂd~up of ‘noxidus gasess, reminu" i
the freguent collapse of diggers (their deaths 2t Emme, it s alicged. afe-fot mtl
in the above total) and necessitated thé cosistruction of three vemalatmxl sh
thirotsgh the rork abave, Bven after sowmipletion the tuanel was mbjected to numem
aceidents; a railrodd emaployee a:heckmg the tracks was struck sad killed by & tratay two
focal boys were struck just inside the tuninel entzance; an eugineer fell to his deat
from 4 cars another was somehoir decagztateé whea' ke climbed ohto the mabcax

The wost hosrific accident, one that cavsed the end of regular. passenger 58]
was the wieck of Pebruary 20, 1891, The edgineer, for fessous unknewa, a&tempte& %
stop the train mid-tunnsl, The train derailed, killing e1ghtem pasgengerd :md thive:
crewn A rock-fall i che castern vzmmatmﬁ shaft in the fall of 1991 deraifed 'E:he tz'am
again, this time Eilling two crewzmn, This final accident was encugh to cause’
Beston aund Baine sajleoad (wha had puxchasec& the A‘y!esbu:y Newbuty z:ai!mad i3
1821y to close the tunnzl for good,

The tunnel temained a. dangmus place gven after 1t5 closure. Laml ch:léresa &
teeus weee drawa o éxploge its dark places {in no smali part &txe to the sumorg 6l it
being hasoted) and du the fotervesing years st least ﬁ:hx'ee dasappeamces hawibam‘
linked to it, The only definite death in-the tupael'singe jta- e:iosure wag 161968, #
Harrison Porter of Dean’s Cozedrs appammiy feli dowa the westam mtﬂauan gha
Losat youths continue to atilize the tunael a0 2 place to dave each othex' o Walk mt
1m.gth or a3 z rendegvous away from prymg eyes, : :




